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*WPD201   08/15/2006 
Iraqis Must Reject Sectarian Violence, U.S. General Says 
(Joint chiefs head urges Sunni, Shi'a leaders to "go about building their country") (820) 
 
By David McKeeby 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington – The Iraqi people must join together to reject sectarian violence, says Marine General Peter 
Pace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  
 
“The Shiite and Sunni leaders are going to have to love their kids more than they hate each other, so they 
can go about building their country,” Pace told reporters August 11 while en route to Iraq.  
 
Pace visited Iraq August 12-14 to meet coalition military leaders and troops in Baghdad, Fallujah and 
Mosul as they confronted ongoing violence between Iraq’s Shi’a Muslim majority and its Sunni minority.  
(See related article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=July&x=20060710175523sjhtrop0.3528101 ).)   
 
IRAQIS MUST REJECT SECTARIAN VIOLENCE  
 
In Baghdad, Pace said, sectarian violence has eclipsed threats from the insurgency and foreign fighters, 
some of whom are now furthering their own agendas by staging sectarian-style attacks to sow further 
division among the Iraqi people.   
 
Most of the violence continues to be centered in Baghdad and surrounding areas, he said, where Iraqi 
authorities and the coalition stepped up security in recent weeks.  In the Iraqi capital, forces are pursuing 
a complex strategy of patrols, checkpoints and searches to uncover groups engaged in extremist 
activities, while also working with local leaders to identify projects to restore basic services and return 
hope to communities.  (See related article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=August&x=20060809173744idybeekcm0.1926538 ).) 
 
Nationwide, Iraqi forces continue to grow and are taking the lead in defending their country, Pace said.  
To date, 277,600 members of the Iraqi security forces are “trained and equipped;” and by the end of 2006 
that number will be 325,000, he said.  (See related article ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=August&x=20060814170313adynned0.5182459 ).)  
 
While attacks continue, the overall level of violence in Baghdad has decreased, Pace said.  The objective, 
he indicated, is to have a much more stable Baghdad by Ramadan, the annual Muslim month of fasting, 
which begins in 2006 on September 24. 
 
Amid the challenges, Pace observed signs of hope.  “Despite all the violence, there are still between 
4,000 and 5,000 [information] tips per month reported by the Iraqi people,” Pace said. “The Iraqi army is 
in the fight – the army is taking casualties three to four times what the coalition is.  The population needs 
to make the fundamental decision that they have had enough.”  (See related article ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=August&x=20060802173347idybeekcm0.5907099 ).) 
 
The key to reducing ongoing sectarian violence, Pace said, will be to support Iraq as it builds strong 
national and local governments, improves local infrastructure, and creates conditions where Iraqis will join 
together to reject murders and kidnappings.  (See related article ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=August&x=20060805145001tneweolc0.6744959 ).)   
 
IRAQ’S FUTURE IS IN ITS HANDS 
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Also at Camp Fallujah on August 13, Marine Major General Richard Zilmer said that while coalition troops 
can help provide short-term security and train Iraqi forces, the country’s future remains in the hands of the 
Iraqis.   
 
Zilmer commands coalition troops in Iraq’s al-Anbar province where, he said, relations between its 1.4 
million residents and U.S.-led forces are improving, particularly in the provincial capital Ramadi, and in the 
cities of Fallujah and Qaim.  But several serious problems remain, Zilmer said, and it will be up to Iraqis to 
solve them. 
 
The first problem is the continued insurgent presence, particularly in Ramadi.  Iraqi forces, backed by 
their coalition allies, are beginning to move into parts of the provincial capital where they did not go in the 
past, he said, freeing hospitals and schools that were being used as staging areas for terrorist attacks.  
(See related article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=July&x=20060714173321idybeekcm0.9509851 ).)   
 
Thanks to the efforts of the coalition’s military transition teams and coalition units partnered with Iraqi 
troops, Zilmer said, there are “dramatic improvements” in the Iraqi army’s performance.  But Iraqi police 
forces continue to lag behind, he said.  “At the end of the day, the ability of the police to provide for the 
local security of the province will be critical to the success of Anbar,” he said, stressing the need for more 
training. 
 
IRAN CONTINUES TO ENCOURAGE IRAQI VIOLENCE 
 
Another challenge facing Iraq is continuing interference from Iran, Pace told U.S. service members in 
Fallujah August 13.  
 
The Iranian regime, he said, is fighting a proxy war against Iraq and the United States through its support 
of militant elements inside Iraq.  Tehran’s tactics in Iraq, Pace said, are similar to its use of the Hezbollah 
terrorist organization to strike Israel from southern Lebanon in recent weeks.  (See related article ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/mena/Archive/2006/Jun/20-717552.html ).)     
 
Pace said that the United States would continue to join the global community in speaking out against the 
Iranian regime’s actions.  
 
“There is a lot of diplomacy that may be used, a lot of international pressure that can be used, a lot of 
international dialogue that can be used with the Iranian government to let them know that we don’t 
appreciate what they are doing,” Pace said. 
 
For more information, see Iraq Update ( http://usinfo.state.gov/mena/middle_east_north_africa/iraq.html ). 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD202   08/15/2006 
U.S. Names Two Syrian Generals as Terror Supporters 
(Treasury Department freezes the generals' U.S.-based assets) (260) 
 
Washington – The U.S. Treasury Department August 15 froze the U.S.-based assets of two Syrian 
generals as a result of their support for terrorist organizations and their contributions to Syria’s military 
occupation of Lebanon. 
 
In his position with Syria’s General Intelligence Directorate, Major General Hisham Ikhtiyar contributed to 
Syria’s policies in Lebanon and provided support for Hezbollah, the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command (PFLP-GC), and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ), the Treasury says.  
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Another Syrian military chief, Brigadier General Jama'a Jama'a, served as commander of Syrian military 
intelligence in Beirut. 
 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorist Financing Pat O’Brien said Syria has promoted instability 
and violence in the region for decades. 
 
“Until Syria takes concrete steps to become a responsible member of the international community, the 
United States will make known rogue actors supporting the country's destabilizing agenda,” he said. 
 
The executive order under which the generals are designated allows the Treasury Department to freeze 
the assets of anyone in Syria providing support to terrorist organizations, contributing to Syria’s presence 
in Lebanon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction or working to undermine U.S. stabilization efforts in 
Iraq.  The order also prohibits U.S. persons from doing business with the designated parties.  (See 
related article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/ei/Archive/2006/Apr/05-801965.html ).) 
 
The full text ( http://www.treasury.gov/press/releases/hp60.htm ) of a press release on the designation is 
available on the Treasury Department Web site.  
 
For additional information, see Terrorist Financing ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/ei/economic_issues/terrorist_financing.html ). 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: 
http://usinfo.state.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD203   08/15/2006 
U.S. Calls on Kurdish Group To Stop Terrorist Acts, Lay Down Arms 
(PKK violence has killed 30,000 since 1984, including 500 in 2006) (470) 
 
By Vince Crawley 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington -- Marking the 22nd anniversary of violence by the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), the 
United States is calling on the separatist group to halt its terrorist attacks against Turkey, which have 
killed 500 people in 2006. 
 
“Since August 15, 1984, PKK violence has accounted for the deaths of more than 30,000 Turkish security 
forces and civilians,” State Department spokesman Sean McCormack said in a statement August 14. 
 
The U.S. government is “calling upon the PKK to cease its terrorist acts and lay down its arms,” 
McCormack said. 
 
Approximately 4,000 to 5,000 people, primarily Turkish Kurds, are believed to belong to the PKK, which 
formally changed its name to Kongra-Gel in 2003. A majority of PKK members – between 3,000 and 
3,500 -- are operating out of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, according to the State Department’s 
2005 Country Reports on Terrorism. (See related article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/is/Archive/2006/May/16-
383764.html ).) 
 
Cross-border violence has increased in recent months, and Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan has said Turkey maintains the right to attack PKK strongholds in northern Iraq. The United 
States opposes any Turkish military action against PKK bases in Iraq. Instead, the U.S. government is 
cooperating with Turkey to try to eliminate terrorist safe-havens throughout the region. (See related article 
( http://usinfo.state.gov/eur/Archive/2006/May/24-731457.html ).) 
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“After a lull in violence for several years following the capture of the terrorist Abdullah Ocalan in 1999, 
PKK terrorism resumed in 2004 and has claimed over 500 victims so far this year,” McCormack said. 
“This violence undermines prospects for a more democratic and secure future for the people of Turkey 
and the region, and also significantly sets back the aspirations of Turkey's ethnic Kurdish population that 
the PKK purports to represent.” (See related article ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=July&x=20060707171724MVyelwarC0.8118402 ).) 
 
The goal of Kongra-Gel/PKK is to establish an independent Kurdish state in traditional Kurdish lands, 
which include mountainous regions in southeast Turkey and northern Iraq, as well as parts of Iran and 
Syria. The PKK was founded by Ocalan in 1974 as a Marx-Leninist separatist organization and launched 
its campaign of violence in 1984. Ocalan was tried in 1999 and is serving a life sentence. That same year, 
he urged the PKK to adopt a “peace initiative.” In 2002, the group renamed itself the Kurdistan Freedom 
and Democracy Congress. Then, in 2003, the group adopted the name Kongra-Gel (KGK), which stands 
for the Kurdistan People’s Congress. In 2004, the group renounced its self-imposed cease-fire and 
resumed attacks against Turkish troops and civilians.  
 
The Country Reports on Terrorism ( http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/crt/c17689.htm ) are posted on the State 
Department’s Web site. 
 
For more information on U.S. policy, see Southeast Europe ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/eur/europe_eurasia/balkans.html ). 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD204   08/15/2006 
U.S. Committed to Lebanese Security, State's Welch Says 
(Says U.N. Security Council resolution allows Lebanon to protect its future) (730) 
 
By David Shelby 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington – The United States is determined to transform the tragedy of the recent conflict between 
Israel and Hezbollah into a positive change that will enhance the security of Lebanon and the entire 
region, according to Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs C. David Welch. 
 
“Our job is to try and improve the situation,” Welch told reporters in Washington August 15.  “We didn’t 
start this crisis, and we tried to bring it to an end in such a way that protects the security of all concerned.  
The decision that came out of the Security Council would not have happened without the leadership of 
the United States.  It’s a substantial decision.  It provides an opportunity for the Lebanese to help protect 
their future.  We intend to be right there and help them do that.” 
 
“We are determined to make a difference,” he said. 
 
Welch said that U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701, which paved the way for a cessation of hostilities, 
establishes “an architecture for enhanced confidence and security for the future.”  
 
The assistant secretary pointed to several aspects of the resolution that he thinks fundamentally will 
change the dynamics of the situation in southern Lebanon.  It calls for the deployment of Lebanese troops 
to the country’s southern border for the first time, he said. (See related article ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=August&x=20060812102805atiayduj0.6109234 ).) 
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It also calls for the disbanding of all armed groups, but more important, he said, it places an international 
embargo on all weapons shipments to Lebanon with the exception of arms going to the government and 
authorized security institutions.  He underscored that this would apply to all countries, including Syria and 
Iran.  The United States has accused Syria and Iran of being Hezbollah’s primary weapons suppliers in 
the past. 
 
“You can be sure that we’ll be paying very close attention to any such transfers that are going into 
Lebanon since it is now a matter of an international obligation that countries should avoid doing this,” he 
said. 
 
Under the resolution the Lebanese government will have the primary responsibility for policing its borders 
but will be able to call on a strengthened U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) for assistance in these 
operations. 
 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations John Bolton told reporters in New York that discussions are 
under way at the U.N. Department of Peacekeeping Operations to determine the makeup and 
deployment logistics of the enhanced UNIFIL contingent.  He said the United States and France have 
sent military planners to help the United Nations make those arrangements.  He expressed a desire to 
see the force “deployed as quickly as possible.” 
 
Welch expressed dismay at the triumphal statements from Iran and Syria in the wake of the conflict. 
 
“I think it’s a sad situation when leaders of other countries can stand on this rubble and proclaim their 
vision of the interests of Lebanon’s people,” he said.  “This is not the price the people of Lebanon should 
pay so that they can exercise their political punditry.” 
 
He said Iranian interference in Lebanese affairs has been devastating for Lebanon.  “It’s got … a 
disturbing tendency to violence.  It’s got a disturbing usurpation of the rights of the people concerned.  I 
mean, did anyone ever ask the citizens of Lebanon, would they or would they not prefer to see this 
conflict launched by a state within a state?  No one ever asked their permission,” he said. 
 
He said the statements of Iranian President Mahmud Ahmadi-Nejad and Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad are a “signal of how little they add to the solution of these conflicts, how instead they are trying to 
pile on popular emotion and anger at a time of tragedy for their own selfish advantage.” 
 
Welch affirmed the United States’ commitment to the future of Lebanon.  “There is no country that is more 
supportive of the interests of the Lebanese people than the United States,” he said.  “And I believe 
Lebanon can and will emerge stronger from these events.  As it does so, the United States will be 
working side-by-side with it to achieve those goals.” 
 
A transcript ( http://fpc.state.gov/fpc/70654.htm ) of Welch’s remarks is available on the State Department 
Web site. 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD205   08/15/2006 
Despite Progress, Children Remain Victims of AIDS 
(U.S. program provides help to African orphans and at-risk children) (660) 
 
By Charlene Porter 
Washington File Staff Writer 
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Washington – An estimated 12 million children are at risk in Africa, orphaned or left vulnerable and 
impoverished by the AIDS epidemic, according to a report issued by the U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
August 14. 
 
This latest survey of the youngest victims of the epidemic is an update of an earlier report conducted in 
2003, and is compiled by UNICEF, the Joint United Nations Programme of AIDS (UNAIDS) and the U.S. 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).  
 
In sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS is the leading cause of death among young adults of child-bearing age. Their 
deaths are leaving behind youngsters who are threatened by poverty, lacking in education and guidance, 
and subject to marginalization and discrimination, according to Africa's Orphaned and Vulnerable 
Generations: Children Affected by AIDS.  
 
In 10 of 45 countries in sub-Saharan Africa, 15 percent or more of all children were orphans in 2005. In 
Zambia alone, 20 percent of all children were orphans in 2005, one half of them due to AIDS, the report 
says. Care of these 1.2 million youngsters falls to Zambia’s population of approximately 11 million.  
 
Providing assistance to this vulnerable population has been a goal of PEPFAR, according to Kent Hill, 
assistant administrator of the Bureau for Global Health at the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID).  
 
"The President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief has brought intense focus to families and children living 
with and affected by HIV/AIDS," said Hill August 14 in Toronto where the report was released at the XVI 
International AIDS Conference.  "However, with the number of AIDS orphans still growing, there is much 
work to be done.  By strengthening critical programs at the local level, the international community can 
ensure that orphaned and vulnerable children receive the care, support and protection they need."   
 
PEPFAR is a five-year, $15 billion program providing assistance to 120 nations, with special focus on 15 
target nations especially hard-hit by HIV/AIDS.  
 
In 2006, some $217 million has been earmarked for programs to assist orphaned and vulnerable children, 
or 12.5 percent of the annual budget for the year. PEPFAR supported care for more than 1.2 million 
orphaned and vulnerable children in 2005. In a parallel effort, 75,000 adults have received training in the 
care of at-risk youngsters to achieve sustainable support for the 15 million children who are expected to 
have lost one or both parents by 2010.  
 
The office of the U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator has identified a number of priorities for services to support 
orphans and vulnerable children, including:  
 
• Strengthening the capacity of families to protect and care for youngsters by prolonging the lives of ailing 
parents and caregivers;  
 
• Mobilizing and supporting communities to help in therapeutic and socioeconomic assistance to needy 
households 
 
•  Ensuring that vulnerable children have access to education, training, health care and other services. 
 
Making sure that orphans are educated is viewed as a priority in the care of vulnerable children. 
 
“One of the most effective ways to keep these children safe is to invest in education, especially for girls,” 
said UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Rima Salah at the Toronto news conference.  
 
The Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator has compiled a collection of case studies about the 
effectiveness of PEPFAR programs and how assistance has brought new promise to families suffering 
from loss and poverty because of HIV/AIDS. The case studies, Stories of Hope ( 
http://www.state.gov/s/gac/rl/or/69980.htm ), are available on the State Department Web site, as is a fact 
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sheet ( http://www.state.gov/s/gac/rl/fs/2006/65910.htm ) that provides a summary of PEPFAR efforts to 
assist children.  
 
UNAIDS and UNICEF have launched a targeted campaign for children. More information on this effort, 
Unite for Children ( http://www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren/index.html ), is available on a U.N. Web site.  
 
See Africa's Orphaned and Vulnerable Generations: Children Affected by AIDS. ( 
http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_35314.html ) 
 
For ongoing coverage, see HIV/AIDS ( http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/global_issues/hiv_aids.html ). 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) 
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*WPD206   08/15/2006 
Trafficking an "Egregious" Form of Slavery, USAID Official Says 
(U.S. fighting world's third largest illegal economic activity) (600) 
 
By Kathryn McConnell 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington -- The estimated $8 billion a year generated worldwide by the trafficking of humans are the 
tainted profits of "a most egregious form of slavery," according to Kent Hill, a senior health official with the 
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). 
 
Human trafficking is the world's third most lucrative illegal commercial activity, following trade in narcotics 
and weapons, added Lynn Sauls, another USAID official, who with Hill, addressed an August 10 meeting 
in Washington devoted to raising awareness of the transnational exploitative trafficking of an estimated 
600,000 to 800,000 women, men and children every year. 
 
Hill said the problem of human trafficking is "one of the most important issues of our time." 
 
He said trafficking, what he called the "sale of human dignity," would be "inconceivable without demand" 
for prostitutes and cheap labor from people in rich countries. 
 
Hill countered arguments that prostitution in developed countries and the cross-border industry known as 
"sex tourism" would decrease if governments legalized these activities. 
 
There is "overwhelming evidence," he said, that victims of trafficking, many of whom are deceived by 
traffickers to think they are going to another country for a legitimate paying job and "a new life," would 
rather be involved in other activities that would lift them out of poverty. 
 
Since 2001, the United States has supported anti-trafficking activities in more than 70 countries with 
programs tailored to the conditions of individual countries, according to a USAID report, Trafficking in 
Persons: USAID's Response, released in March. 
 
In 2005, the United States provided more than $21.3 million to support anti-trafficking activities, such as 
raising public awareness about the problem and helping victims reintegrate into society and find jobs. 
 
Of that amount, countries in Europe and Eurasia received $7.86 million; Latin American and Caribbean 
countries received $7.58 million; countries in Asia and the Near East received $3.4 million; and African 
countries received $2.2 million, the report says. 
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USAID anti-trafficking initiatives have led to "significant buy-in" from local governments, according to 
Sauls, who works in USAID's office that concentrates on improving the lives of women who live in 
developing countries. Some jurisdictions have signed agreements with the United States promising to 
help trafficked victims safely return to their home countries and receive occupational training.  
 
The efforts include refugee assistance, support for girls' education, and activities aimed at reducing 
violence against women and promoting women's rights, according to a second USAID report outlining the 
agency's anti-trafficking strategy. 
 
Some initiatives also involve men delivering anti-trafficking messages within their communities, Sauls 
said. 
 
In addition, U.S. funding is supporting anti-trafficking training for law enforcement and judicial officials. 
 
The commercial sex industry is an underlying cause of a significant segment of the world’s human 
trafficking, but other victims often are sold into bondage as brick kiln and rice mill laborers, maids, child 
soldiers and camel-race jockeys, Sauls said. 
 
In January, President Bush signed legislation reauthorizing funding for anti-trafficking efforts initiated in 
2000. The bill is expected to provide $361 million over the next two years to combat human trafficking and 
protect victims. (See related article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2006/Jan/11-191763.html ).)  
 
The U.S. State Department delivered a global survey of human trafficking in the annual Trafficking in 
Persons Report issued in June. (See related article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2006/Jun/05-
20237.html ).)  
 
The USAID report ( http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/cross-
cutting_programs/wid/pubs/usaid_antitraffic_final_508c_04_20_06.pdf ) (PDF, 30 pages) on human 
trafficking is available on the agency’s Web site. 
 
For additional information, see Human Trafficking ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/global_issues/human_trafficking.html ). 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) 
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*WPD207   08/15/2006 
United States Establishes Diplomatic Relations with Montenegro 
(Former part of Serbia and Montenegro declared independence June 3) (300) 
 
Washington -- The United States has established diplomatic relations with the Republic of Montenegro, 
State Department spokesman Sean McCormack announced August 15. 
 
Montenegrins voted May 21 to end their 88-year-old union with Serbia, becoming the fifth republic of the 
former Yugoslavia to gain independence. Montenegro declared independence on June 3, and 10 days 
later the United States announced that it had recognized Montenegro as an independent state. (See 
related article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=June&x=20060613150302MVyelwarC0.8233606 ).) 
 
The establishment of diplomatic relations took place following an exchange of letters between President 
Bush and Montenegrin President Filip Vujanovic, according to McCormack. 
 

 9



“The United States is pleased that Montenegro and Serbia are working in good faith to implement 
peacefully the changes stemming from the termination of the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro, 
following the May 21 referendum in Montenegro,” McCormack said. 
 
International election monitors validated the results of Montenegro’s peaceful referendum, in which 55.5 
percent of voters chose independence from Serbia. (See related article ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/eur/Archive/2006/May/24-385538.html ).) 
 
The European Union negotiated the terms of the referendum and said it would recognize Montenegro as 
a sovereign state if 50 percent of voters participated in the referendum and 55 percent of those 
participating voted for self-rule. 
 
The European Union agreed June 12 to recognize Montenegro as a "sovereign, independent" state. On 
June 28, Montenegro became the 192nd member state of the United Nations. 
 
McCormack said the United States “welcomes the Government of Montenegro's commitment to be an 
active and responsible member of the Euro-Atlantic family and the broader international community.” 
 
“The United States looks forward to continued friendship and cooperation with the people of Montenegro,” 
he added. 
 
For more information on U.S. policies, see Southeast Europe ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/eur/europe_eurasia/balkans.html ). 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: 
http://usinfo.state.gov) 
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*WPD208   08/15/2006 
Chile Said To Enjoy "Enviable" Rate of Economic Growth 
(International Monetary Fund also gives good marks to Argentina) (780) 
 
By Eric Green 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington -- The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is giving high marks to the state of Chile's 
economy, and a generally favorable review to the economy of Argentina. 
 
Regarding Chile, the IMF said in an August 11 statement that over the past 15 years, structural reforms 
and "prudent" economic policies have provided the Southern Cone country with "enviably high rates" of 
economic growth and low inflation. 
 
The IMF said that in the past 15 years ending in 2005, Chile's economic growth averaged 5.5 percent per 
year, while per capita income tripled, and the poverty rate was cut in half, to about 18 percent of the 
population. 
 
The IMF said that in recent years, Chile has continued to deepen its "sound macroeconomic framework," 
in the context of a "surge" in the world price of copper, the nation's main export commodity. 
 
The IMF said Chile's government of President Michelle Bachelet, which assumed office in March, has 
continued to prudently manage monetary policy. 
 
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, who led the U.S. delegation to Bachelet's inauguration as 
president March 11, says Chile represents a strong example of the benefits of sound economic policy and 
good governance. 
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Rice said the U.S. relationship with Chile is emblematic of the kind of agenda that the United States 
seeks to pursue throughout the Americas.  That agenda, she said, focuses on trade and economic growth 
as well as democratic development.  (See related article ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
english&y=2006&m=March&x=20060310161020asrellim0.9695551&t=livefeeds/wf-latest.html ).) 
 
The United States and Chile also are partners in the U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement, which entered 
into force in January 2004. 
 
The IMF said the economic outlook for Chile remains positive, reflecting strong prospects for copper and 
robust domestic demand.  Following a growth rate of 6.3 percent in 2005, the country's gross domestic 
product (GDP) is projected to rise by 5-6 percent in 2006, "buttressed by a favorable external 
environment and supportive monetary policy." 
 
However, the IMF said income inequality in Chile remains high.  Also, despite steady employment growth, 
the unemployment rate is still about 8 percent. 
 
ARGENTINA 
 
Regarding another Southern Cone country -- Argentina -- the IMF said that after suffering a severe 
economic crisis in 2001-2002, the nation's economy is now delivering "very positive outturns." 
 
In a statement released August 9, the IMF said it welcomed the "strong performance" of the Argentine 
economy and commended the country's authorities on policies that have contributed to declines in 
unemployment and poverty, a gradual recovery of the banking system, the strong performance of the 
external sector, and the recuperation of international reserves. 
 
The IMF said the country has enjoyed an average growth rate of about 9 percent from 2003-2005, led by 
strong investment and consumption.  The IMF said Argentina's economy has benefited from a "favorable 
terms of trade, significant reduction in the debt burden," and a "competitive currency."  However, the 
country's inflation rate has risen steadily, ending 2005 at 12.3 percent. 
 
The IMF also reported that Argentina has seen a "demonstrable improvement" in social conditions.  By 
the end of 2005, the poverty rate had declined to 34 percent, from a peak of 57 percent reached in 2002, 
and extreme poverty had been halved to 12 percent.  Extreme poverty refers to people living on less than 
$1 a day. 
 
Other social indicators such as secondary school enrollment and completion rates, as well as formal 
health insurance coverage, and the infant mortality rate have also seen "impressive improvements" in the 
past few years, the IMF said. 
 
Discussing the Argentine economy, Lino Gutierrez said in a March speech as U.S. ambassador to 
Argentina that the growth in the Argentine economy was due to "substantial economic reforms that took 
place in the 1990s," a positive external environment, such as high world economic growth rates and 
commodity prices, low interest rates, and "the adoption of a competitive exchange rate." 
 
Gutierrez, who finished his 3-year term as U.S. envoy to Argentina on July 19, said controlling Argentina's 
inflation will be a challenge, but "there is little reason to believe that any of the factors that contributed to 
Argentina's impressive economic growth will not continue."   
 
Additional information on the U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement ( 
http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Fact_Sheets/2004/The_US-
Chile_Free_Trade_Agreement_An_Early_Record_of_Success.html ) is available on the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative Web site. 
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The IMF statements on Chile ( http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pn/2006/pn0697.htm ) and Argentina ( 
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pn/2006/pn0693.htm ) are available on the IMF Web site. 
 
The full text ( http://buenosaires.usembassy.gov/1mar06.html ) of Ambassador Gutierrez's speech is 
available on the U.S. Embassy in Buenos Aires Web site. 
 
For more on U.S. policy in the region, see USINFO Brazil and the Southern Cone ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/wh/americas/brazil_and_southern_cone.html ). 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD209   08/15/2006 
Foreign Born in the United States Become More Dispersed 
(Usual destinations still popular, but Southeast states see surge) (520) 
 
By Elizabeth Kelleher 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington -- Immigrants in the United States are dispersing to areas beyond their traditional 
destinations. 
 
According to new data released August 15 by the U.S. Census Bureau, there were 36 million foreign-born 
people in the United States in 2005, making up 12.4 percent of the population.  More than one in three 
residents living in Los Angeles and New York were not U.S. citizens at birth. 
 
But the fastest growth in the foreign-born population recently has been in Southeastern states.   
 
Of the 5 million new arrivals to the United States during the years 2000-2005, 58 percent settled in the six 
states that traditionally attract the largest numbers of immigrants – California, Texas, Florida, New York, 
New Jersey and Illinois.  California alone attracted 21 percent. 
 
But, according to Jeffrey Passel, a demographer with the Pew Hispanic Center in Washington, those 
shares are down.  In the 1980s and early 1990s, he said, “the big six” immigrant states attracted about 80 
percent of new arrivals, and California, 35 percent. 
 
In 2000-2005, the states of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Nebraska and New Hampshire experienced growth in their foreign-born populations at rates 
more than double the rate in the United States as a whole (which is 16 percent). 
 
According to Rakesh Kochhar, associate director for research at Pew, economic growth and the jobs that 
come with it are magnets for immigrants.  He said the flow of immigrants peaked in the late 1990s and 
then decreased. 
 
“It may have been associated with recession or with 9/11,” he said, “but it was a temporary lull in 2003 
and 2004.  There has been a pickup again.”  He attributed the shift of immigrant settlement in the 
Southeast to the availability of jobs in manufacturing, food processing and construction. 
 
Kochhar released a study August 10 that compares employment levels and foreign-born populations in 
each of the 50 states to assess immigrants’ impact on employment of American-born workers.   In a news 
conference, he reported that he found no consistent pattern.   
 
The 2.9 million people from Latin American countries accounted for more than half of all arrivals to the 
United States in 2000-2005, according to the Census Bureau.  Of those, 1.8 million were from Mexico.  

 12 



The next largest group (1.2 million) arrived from Asia – with India, China and the Philippines supplying the 
greatest numbers. 
 
The United Nations reports that the United States hosts the largest share of the world’s immigrants – 20 
percent.  For the 15 years from 1990 to 2005, the United States accounted for 75 percent of the world’s 
increase in immigrants, gaining 15 million people, according to the United Nations.  Germany and Spain 
followed, with gains of more than 4 million each. 
 
A press release ( http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/american_community_survey_acs/007287.html ) announcing the U.S. 
Census Bureau data with links to detailed tables is available on the agency’s Web site.  Information ( 
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=69 ) on Kochhar’s study is available on the Pew 
Hispanic Center Web site.  
 
For additional information, see Population and Diversity ( 
http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/history_geography_and_population/population_and_diversity.html ). 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD210   08/15/2006 
Transcript: State Department Spokesman's Daily Briefing 
(Sean McCormack briefs reporters August 15) (5030) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
U.S. Department of State 
Daily Press Briefing Index 
Tuesday, August 15, 2006 
12:37 p.m. EDT 
 
Briefer:  Sean McCormack, Spokesman 
 
PAKISTAN/INDIA 
-- Pakistan and India National Independence Anniversary Celebrations 
 
COUNTERTERRORISM 
-- Investigations into Recent U.K. - U.S. Terrorist Plot 
-- Charity Groups Serving as Fronts for Terrorist Organizations 
 
SRI LANKA 
-- Children Victims of Bombings and Violence in Sri Lanka 
-- U.S. Continues to Work with Others Toward a Ceasefire/Concerned about the Violence 
 
ISRAEL/LEBANON 
-- Readout of the Secretary Rice's Meeting with Israeli Vice Premier Shimon Peres 
-- Secretary Rice's Telephone Calls 
-- Status of International Peacekeeping Force/Planning and Timing of Deployment 
-- UNSC Resolution is a Set Back for Hezbollah, and Its Patrons in Tehran & Damascus 
-- French General's Comments on Timing of International Force 
-- Lebanese Must Find Political Solutions to Resolve Internal Militias/State within a State 
-- Query on Assistant Secretary Welch's Plans for a Team at the UN/Assistant Secretary Hillen's 
Assistance 
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SYRIA 
-- Response to President Assad's Comments on Hezbollah and Israel/Lebanon 
-- Syrian Government is not a Party in Settlement of the Current Lebanon-Israel Conflict 
-- Syria Will Find Itself Isolated from Most Countries/UNSC Resolution on Lebanon 
-- Syria Hasn't Established Formal Diplomatic Relations with Lebanon 
 
JAPAN 
-- Prime Minister Koizumi's Visit to Yasukuni Shrine 
 
CUBA 
 
-- Fidel Castro's Health 
-- Venezuelan President Chavez Meeting with Fidel Castro 
-- Reported Interdiction at Sea of Cuban Migrants 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2006 
 
(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 
 
12:37 p.m. EDT 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Good afternoon.  No opening statements.  So we can get right into your questions. 
 
Looks like Goyal, do you want to lead us off? 
 
QUESTION:  Yes, Sean.  India and Pakistan celebrated their independence days this week -- yesterday 
and today. 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  One, if there was any message from the Secretary?  And second, does it bother anyone, 
Sean, anybody in the U.S. Government -- now it's not me saying but the whole world, all the newspapers, 
media, commentators, WTOP, CNN -- that it's all the terrorists are leading - all the stories -- to Pakistan.  
Does it bother anybody in the U.S. Government what's occurring -- why don't we - now the time has come 
to put more pressure on the leadership there to do more to bring those terrorists to justice? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Well, Goyal, I know that there's a lot of commentary about the origins of this plot 
that will be known over time.  As the investigation continues, I'm not going to get into the details of it.  
There are people who are looking at it right now, and those are the competent authorities to address the 
origins and the links back wherever they may lead, whether that's in Pakistan or elsewhere. 
 
As for the national days of India and Pakistan, certainly our congratulations and best wishes go out both 
to India as well as Pakistan. 
 
QUESTION:  And second, dozens of children died in Sri Lanka from the bombings and UNICEF's saying 
that children are the victims in Sri Lanka, and it's time now to do more as far as food aid and aiding the 
children in every way we can. 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Well sadly, Goyal, the victims of terror and violence are very often children, the 
innocents.  And we have been working with those who have been deeply involved with the Sri Lanka 
issue trying to get back to a ceasefire.  You need to get back to a ceasefire before you can actually turn 
and make progress and come to some final settlement. 
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So we have been quite alarmed by the upsurge in violence in Sri Lanka, and we are doing what we can to 
help get back to a state of a ceasefire. 
 
Yes.  Charlie. 
 
QUESTION:  Can you give us a breakout on the meeting Secretary Rice had with Shimon Perez?  And 
specifically do you have any information on when international troops will be going into southern 
Lebanon? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  In terms of the meeting, they covered the range of issues.  They talked about the 
situation with Lebanon.  They talked about Israeli-Palestinian issues.  They talked about the wider region, 
sort of the road ahead, if you will, in the wake of a cessation of the violence between Israel and 
Hezbollah.  Those are the basic outlines of it, Charlie. 
 
In terms of the troops, what we would hope is that on as expedited a basis as possible, we can have that 
force generated and deployed.  This should not be a business as usual kind of force generation in 
deployment.  I think everybody understands that.  Secretary General Annan, Foreign Minister Douste-
Blazy, certainly we understand that this force needs to be generated on an urgent basis and it needs to 
be deployed as quickly as possible. 
 
I know there are a variety of countries, including the French, who are working as hard as they can to look 
at the logistics needed to get a force deployed. You have to put in place the assets, you have to put in 
place the logistics so that that force can be deployed.  A number of states have come forward again in 
private discussions saying that they are interested in contributing to such a force.  I would expect that 
later this week, you're going to see a more formal process at the UN in public, talking about the 
generation of the force and who might contribute to it.  But this -- and Secretary Rice spoke this morning 
with Foreign Minister Douste-Blazy on just this matter as well as others and both agreed that it is very 
important that this force get generated as quickly as possible and get deployed as quickly as possible.  
So nobody is operating on a business as usual model here on this force, Charlie. 
 
QUESTION:  Can you provide details on U.S. involvement in the meetings at the UN later this week on 
trying to build up a new UN force?  When do you realistically think that this sort of beefed-up UNIFIL 
could be on the ground?  What's your plan here? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Well, we ourselves are not going to be actually deploying as part of this force.  We 
are part of the planning of this.  We do have experience in the logistics and deployment planning for these 
kinds of forces.  There are military planners that have a lot of experience working with the UN, their 
peacekeeping office which is the center of gravity in the UN for these activities.  So we -- our planners are 
working with the UN to help them answer all those kinds of questions, what sort of logistical requirements, 
looking at the capabilities of the various countries who have suggested that they want to contribute to the 
force and racking that up against what is actually needed, what they think is needed.  So we're deeply 
involved in that aspect of it. 
 
As for the timing of it, Sue, our answer is quickly as possible.  I don't have a timeline for you.  Everybody 
understands the importance of this force being deployed on as urgent a basis as we possibly can. 
 
QUESTION:  But maybe you could -- could you say whether it is weeks or months or what is it?  Because 
it if were months -- 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Certainly not.  Certainly, you know, at the beginning of deployment of the force, 
certainly not months.  I don't think that's acceptable to anybody. 
 
QUESTION:  Have you said anything about the Iranian President's latest barrage? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  I'm not sure I've seen it.  What is the latest?  They seem to come on a fairly regular 
basis. 
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QUESTION:  Well, Hezbollah has, "hoisted the banner of victory over Israel and toppled U.S.-led plans 
for the Middle East."  It gets even more colorful later on. 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Why am I not surprised that he might say something like that?  I think it simply 
ignores the facts.  The facts are that once this resolution is implemented, it is a strategic setback for 
Hezbollah, its patrons in Tehran and as well as in Damascus.  You will not have Hezbollah armed running 
around in southern Lebanon free to threaten Israel immediately on its northern border.  They won't have 
the ability to fortify themselves as they have over the past six years. 
 
You have in place, with the UN resolution, an arms embargo that would not -- that calls upon states not to 
try to resupply Hezbollah.  At the end of the day once this resolution, in particular as well as Resolution 
1559 are implemented, you have a situation where the Lebanese Government, the democratically elected 
government, is strengthened.  So I'm not sure exactly what lens he is viewing the world through but 
certainly it's not surprising that he comes out and says things like that. 
 
QUESTION:  Syria's President Assad also praises Hezbollah for resisting Israeli forces and says that its 
victory in the war with Israel, you know, has destroyed U.S. plans to reshape the Middle East.  I just 
wondered whether you -- 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Again, not so surprising that you might have something like that coming from 
President Assad.  But just let's take a look at where he finds himself.  He finds himself in Syria out of 
Lebanon, a place which Syria had used to basically sort of take the riches and the bounty of the 
Lebanese people over a period of 20 years, abuse the Lebanese people over 20 years.  So they're out of 
Lebanon. 
 
Syria's also not party to the settlement.  That is a strategic difference from the last time this happened 10 
years ago in 1996.  So what you have is a -- the parties to the settlement are the democratically elected 
Government of Lebanon and a democratic Israel.  Now, there are a lot of challenges, absolutely, in 
implementing these resolutions.  We all know that.  That is our work to do.  It is our work as well as the 
Lebanese Government's work to do as well as the Israeli Government to do.  Syria doesn't have a role to 
play in that other than not to try to ship arms, either their own to Hezbollah, or to serve as a transit point 
for Iran. 
 
So I think that actually Syria finds itself, as a result of this resolution and as a result of its implementation, 
Syria will find itself quite isolated from the rest of the states in the region, except for perhaps their close 
friends and allies, the Iranians.  So I would imagine that Syria at the moment is feeling rather 
uncomfortable about where it stands in the region and this sort of bluster notwithstanding. 
 
QUESTION:  But the President also said that the Government in -- that there were some forces in 
Lebanon that were against Syria that were seen as now being with the United States and Israel.  And are 
you concerned that because Lebanon in an effort to end this in a way that will disarm Hezbollah that Syria 
will present a renewed threat to the democratic Government of Lebanon? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  I think that Syria, since it was forced out of Lebanon by the international community, 
has never given up its designs on Lebanon.  Let's remember that Syria still has not established formal 
diplomatic relations with Lebanon.  If you go looking for the Syrian Embassy in Beirut, you won't find one.  
And you won't find one there because the Syrian Government -- my read of that -- is that the Syrian 
Government still hasn't given up on its aspirations for Lebanon.  Now, the international community has 
spoken quite clearly on that.  There are numerous Security Council resolutions out there speaking to it 
and -- that forced Syria out of Lebanon which in and of itself was a strategic setback for Syria.  So, you 
know, again, this sort of bluster notwithstanding, I think the Syrian Government finds itself much more 
isolated than -- right now than when it either one month ago or three years ago. 
 
Samir.  Yes. 
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QUESTION:  Also, President Assad compared the situation today to the May 17th agreement of 1983 
when Syria was isolated and he fought the U.S.-Lebanon-Israel agenda and led the Lebanese to 
abrogate May 17th agreement.  And he's saying that Hezbollah won militarily now and he's going to win 
the political battle.  What's your reaction to this? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Well, I think a couple of things, Samir.  One, in terms of the level of degradation of 
Hezbollah forces inflicted on it by the Israeli forces, I can't speak to that.  Quite clearly, they are going to 
be in a strategically different situation.  They're not able to sit in their fortifications along the northern 
border with Israel.  At least that's what this UN Security Council Resolution envisions, and that's what the 
Lebanese armed forces as well as international forces are supposed to enforce.  So but I think it is fair to 
say that Hezbollah has suffered losses.  I can't quantify those losses for you.  I think others would be in a 
better position to do that. 
 
Now as for the politics of Lebanon, those are for the Lebanese people to decide. But I think that when 
people start taking a look around, they take a look at what has happened in Lebanon.  And then once the 
emotions subside a bit, they remember how did we find ourselves in this situation, how did we find that 
our houses may be destroyed or our villages or -- and our lives disrupted.  Well the reason why that 
happened is because you had an entity called Hezbollah allowed to do whatever it wanted to in southern 
Lebanon, and what it did was it dragged the Lebanese people into the kind of violence that we have seen 
over the past month.  And I think at the end of the day, people will realize that. 
 
And so as for the politics, the Lebanese people will make their own decisions.  But the international 
community is quite clear that the terrorists groups like Hezbollah need to make a choice.  You can't have 
one foot in the camp of terror and one foot in the camp of politics.  The Lebanese people need to resolve 
that fundamental contradiction.  It will be up to them how they resolve that contradiction, but it does need 
to be resolved. 
 
QUESTION:  My second one, there's an article in the Armed Forces Journal by a colonel his name is 
Ralph Peters talking about a new map for the Middle East divided by ethnic and religion boundaries. 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Right. 
 
QUESTION:  Is this what the Secretary has in mind regarding the new Middle East? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Certainly not, Samir.  I've seen this map.  I've seen other such maps.  These are 
generated by private individuals.  Certainly we have been very forthright and plainspoken in talking about 
the territorial integrity of Turkey and the territorial integrity of Iraq.  We are working very hard for a new 
Middle East that is a free democratic Middle East where people can realize a better way of life, a more 
prosperous, better educated way of life.  This is not the call generated by the United States.  This is a call 
that comes from the Middle East itself, from the people of the Middle East. 
 
Just look back to the report issued by the UNDP just several years ago in which thinkers and scholars 
from the Middle East took a hard look at where the people of the Middle East and the states of the Middle 
East stood, and what they found was that economically this was a region that had stalled long ago.  In 
terms of its education system, it had fallen far behind the rest of the world in terms of textbooks printed, in 
terms of scientific innovation, in terms of basic research.  And as a result, there was a call that came out 
from the Middle East saying we want to be part of the global economic expansion.  We want to be part of 
knowledge-based economies.  We want greater freedom and democracy.  That's how you get to those 
things.  You have to be able to think at work and think at home.  And the United States and other states 
responded to that call and we are going to respond to that call.  President Bush put down the commitment 
of the United States in answering that call many times over, but certainly in his second Inaugural Address.  
So our vision for the Middle East is a vision that is coming from the Middle East itself and that is for a 
more free, democratic and prosperous Middle East. 
 
Libby. 
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QUESTION:  Can I go back to the troops for a second? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Sure. 
 
QUESTION:  The French General in charge of UNIFIL was quoted in a French newspaper today saying 
that it could take up to a year to beef up the forces in southern Lebanon.  Is that something the French 
have told the U.S., maybe in a conversation this morning? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  I haven't seen those remarks, so I don't know exactly what forces he's talking about. 
 
QUESTION:  You just said it could take up to a year to fully beef up to the 15,000. 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Libby, I haven't seen his remarks.  I'd like to take a look at the full context of those 
remarks.  But let me -- what we're talking about here is deployment and deploying.  Certainly, we -- Sue 
asked about, well, is months acceptable.  Nobody believes that deploying the force in months is 
acceptable.  This needs to be done on a much more urgent basis than that.  In terms of how long it takes 
for this force to get in place, we'll see.  Again, I said that this can't be a business as usual kind of 
operation.  And the resolution lays out very quickly -- very clearly what the process is.  While the UN force 
is -- the international force -- is deploying and the Lebanese armed forces are deploying to the south, the 
Israeli forces are withdrawing.  That's done in parallel.  So there is some balance to it.  You don't have 
five guys in a jeep on the international force side deploying and then you have a, you know, a battalion of 
Israeli forces withdrawing.  That's not how it works.  There has to be a rough balance there because 
otherwise you just create the same sort of imbalance, the same sort of vacuum that we want to avoid by -- 
that we try to address with the creation of the international force. 
 
Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  At what point do you think the 15,000 Lebanese will be in place? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Sue, I don't have the timetable for you -- 
 
QUESTION:  Because even -- I mean, as you said, there has to be a balance here as to say 1,000 
Israelis are pulling out then -- 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  You don't want to create a vacuum.  You know -- 
 
QUESTION:  Would that be when 1,000 more Lebanese landed or would you have to couple that with, 
say, another hundred? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  There has to be some rough balance there.  The resolution uses the words "in 
parallel."  And that's the idea.  That's the idea behind it.  And that gets to the fundamental idea of not 
creating a vacuum like we talked about over the past couple of weeks.  You can't replace something with 
nothing.  So that is the idea.  I don't have the timelines for you, Sue.  I know people are working on the 
logistics and how you do that.  And you also have to be very careful and very detailed in your planning in 
terms of how you hand over pieces of territory from one military entity to another.  That's a very complex, 
complicated process that needs to be -- that is real detail-oriented work, and that is something that we are 
going to also try to help out with, as you want to avoid any sort of confusion.  I mean, these are moments 
that even for handover territory when you're talking about within the U.S. Armed Forces from one 
command to another command, has to be done very carefully. 
 
QUESTION:  So who is monitoring all of this with this sort of delicate balance that you're talking about at 
the moment?  Is UNIFIL your current sort of monitor to make sure that it's even at the moment? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Well, they are in place.  I don't think -- I can't tell you what the Israeli plans are for 
their forces.  You'll have to talk to the Israelis.  I think that they are in place.  They have by all reports, I 
think, and by all accounts abided by the terms of the Security Council resolution. 
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QUESTION:  I just wondered who was the sort of arbiter here.   Is there a joint force between the 
Lebanese and the Israelis somehow?  Are they working together -- 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  The UN and Secretary General are very deeply involved in this question and 
certainly we're watching it closely as well as others. 
 
Yes, Elise. 
 
QUESTION:  New topic? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  I don't know.  Kirit. 
 
QUESTION:  About this -- the parallel withdrawal and deployment, when it comes to replacing let's say 
1,000 Israeli troops, are we equating the Lebanese forces with the international force?  I mean do we 
equate them as equal forces? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Again, these are things that are going to be -- that are being worked out.  I get your 
question.  Are you replacing the same sort of robust combat power that the Israelis might have in exiting 
with something else, Lebanese armed forces and international forces? 
 
QUESTION:  And also would the international forces be the same as the Lebanese forces?  I mean, is 
there a disparity there? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Right, again, this is what the planners are working on right now, sort of what are the 
capabilities of the Lebanese armed forces, and how does that match up with the capabilities of the 
international force.  And so those are all the things that people are looking at right now.  This is not just, 
you know, sort of open package, just add water and, you know, you have a solution with an international 
force ready to go.  You have to very carefully -- you have to carefully construct these things and you have 
to plan your deployment carefully.  As we were talking about, this also has to match up with handover of 
territory and it has to be linked up with the Israeli plans for withdrawal.  So there are a lot of moving 
pieces to this.  The UN is deeply involved in it.  We are playing a role in it.  Certainly, the French -- we're 
playing a role from the planning standpoint.  The French are deeply involved in it and I think very quickly, 
you will start to see more states get involved in it as well. 
 
QUESTION:  David Welch mentioned that there will be an interagency team going up to the UN tomorrow 
and John Hillen has already been up there.  Can you tell us more about that? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  I'll look into it for you, Teri.  I know John has gone up there several times to help 
out.  He's an expert in this field.  We have a number of people who know a lot about these things not only 
here in the Bureau of Political and Military Affairs at the State Department but also elsewhere in the 
Government.  So I'll talk to David and find out exactly what he had in mind.  But we have been -- there's 
been regular rotations of people going up there and there are planners actually up there, U.S. military 
planners, actually associated with the UN who are sort of a liaison group. 
 
Joel. 
 
QUESTION:  Sean, this morning apparently Hezbollah has shelled the territory of southern Lebanon 
below the Litani River. 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Right. 
 
QUESTION:  And yesterday President Bush here and Condoleezza Rice, as well as yourself, here in this 
press briefing, have mentioned that Hezbollah has a choice. 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Right. 
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QUESTION:  Hezbollah is not the Lebanese Government, they're not the housing authority and they're 
not the Lebanese army.  So why are you insisting they have a choice and they're not following any of your 
recommendations? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Well, what we're saying is the Lebanese people have a choice.  They have to 
decide their own politics.  And ultimately with this kind of issue where you have a state within a state -- 
that's a phrase that's been used a lot -- you have militias operating outside the control of the central 
government, there's a, you know, sometimes -- oftentimes a use of force element.  We have to deal with 
them through use of force.  We've seen that. 
 
But ultimately you have to arrive at a political solution because the root causes of the generation of these 
kinds of militias operating outside the control of the central government, it's political.  And you need to 
resolve those root political disputes or frictions or tensions within society.  And the way that you do that -- 
in our view -- is through peaceful democratic dialogue not through use of force at the -- or at the point of a 
gun. 
 
So those are the issues that the Lebanese people need to deal with.  And we in the international 
community are standing right there with them.  The United States is a friend of Lebanon and we want to 
help them work through these issues.  But ultimately at the end of the day, they're going to have to come 
up with a Lebanese solution to this issue.  The international community is there to help.  They've given 
them the outlines of what a solution might look like.  But the details of how that's accomplished are for the 
Lebanese people to decide. 
 
Goyal. 
 
QUESTION:  Another subject.  New subject.  Sean, these terrorists are spending billions of dollars to kill 
millions of people around the globe and they're getting money somewhere.  According to the reports, 
many Muslim charities raising funds in the name of many charities but most of the funds are going to fund 
terrorists around the globe.  Is this issue has ever come up with the Secretary among these diplomats she 
meets, diplomats here in the State Department, like world leaders, especially Muslim Arab leaders, 
because those are the ones who are giving millions of dollars to these charities? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Well, of course, the Secretary talks about issues of terrorist financing, yes.  And we 
all know early on the issues related to some charities.  But I'm not going to paint all charities with a broad 
brush here.  There are certain organizations that have served as fronts, either witting or unwittingly, for 
terrorist organizations.  And we have a lot of great people at the Department of Treasury as well as 
elsewhere in the U.S. Government that watch those things very carefully.  And where they find violations 
of U.S. law, we act.  There are a number of different Executive Orders under which the President can act.  
There are U.S. laws under which the President can act.  Some of the more robust of those Executive 
Orders and laws came about after September 11th.  So it is a very important function. 
 
You have to fight the war on terror on a lot of different fronts.  And one of them is cutting off the lifeblood 
of these terrorist organizations, which is the financing. 
 
Yes, ma'am. 
 
QUESTION:  Sean, can you just take two quick questions on Japan? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  Sure. 
 
QUESTION:  The Japanese Prime Minister Koizumi made a controversial visit to the Yasukuni Shrine.  
How do you estimate the effects on peace and stability in East Asia?  And also what is your hope on a 
succeeding prime minister's approach on visiting the Yasukuni Shrine? 
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MR. MCCORMACK:  Well, these are going to be decisions that Japanese politicians and Japanese prime 
ministers are going to have to make for themselves. 
 
As for the question of the effect on the region, we would hope -- we understand that there are regional 
tensions that spring from some of the history there.  And we think that it is important for the countries of 
the region to face up to that history and to deal with those differences.  We know that there are tensions 
between, for example on this particular issue, Japan and China and Japan and South Korea.  We 
understand from where those tensions arise.  But we think it is important that the countries of the region, 
Japan, China, South Korea as well as others look to the future and to try to build good constructive, 
neighborly transparent relations.  There are always going to be frictions but it is important that they work 
through those frictions in a respectful manner.  And that the countries of the region concern themselves 
less with the rights or wrongs of the past and focus on the future in building a better and more peaceful 
stable region. 
 
QUESTION:  Oh, and what about the prime minister, on the succeeding prime minister -- 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  I answered that first.  It's up to Japanese politicians and prime ministers to make 
those decisions for themselves. 
 
QUESTION:  Okay.  All right, thank you. 
 
QUESTION:  A couple of questions on Cuba.  First of all, do you have any updates on Fidel Castro's 
health and what do you think of these pictures with him with President Chavez and -- 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  I don't have any updates on the health.  You know, look, I know President Chavez 
has made it a point to try to develop a very close relationship with Fidel Castro.  That is his decision.  I'm 
not sure that that's something that really burnishes his democratic credentials, but that's his decision to 
make. 
 
QUESTION:  One other question.  There's some reports that about 40 Cuban migrants that tried to reach 
the United States were interdicted at sea and -- including a 12-year-old child with diabetes taken to 
Guantanamo Bay and -- are continuing to being held there.  Can you confirm that?  Senator Bill Nelson of 
Florida says he's been pushing the State Department for an update on their case and to see what the 
holdup is. 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  I think that those are issues that are more appropriate for the Department of 
Homeland Security.  The Coast Guard is part of the Department of Homeland Security.  They deal with 
these kinds of issues. 
 
QUESTION:  Well, wouldn't the State Department be involved if they were applying for asylum? 
 
MR. MCCORMACK:  We don't talk about asylum requests.  Thank you. 
 
(The briefing was concluded 1:05 p.m.) 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: 
http://usinfo.state.gov) 
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Reggaeton Making Inroads in U.S. Music Market 
(Latin music breaks barriers, embraces hip-hop and Jamaican influences) (820) 
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By Anita N. Wadhwani 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington—It has been called hip-hop spiced with Spanish flavor by USA Today and it has swept over 
the United States, especially in Latin communities. A mix of dancehall reggae, hip-hop, salsa, meringue, 
cumbia and other Caribbean beats fused together and known as reggaeton it is the newest music-genre 
to hit the West.  
 
The United States discovered this blend over the past last two years, though it has existed for more than 
two decades. Reggaeton has cut through cultural barriers spreading throughout the Caribbean and 
Central America, as well as South America. Reggaeton’s appeal is its unique combination of danceable 
beats, infectious rhythms and intense raps not heard anywhere else in the mainstream entertainment 
market. While Hispanics, the largest minority in the U.S., are the main audience, reggaeton’s popularity is 
reaching even those who do not speak Spanish. The latest hits play in clubs and bars, on MTV, and on 
radio stations all over the United States.  
 
According to Billboard magazine’s Radio Monitor, in 2005 major American operators Clear Channel Radio 
and CBS Radio joined Hispanic radio marketers Univison Radio, Spanish Broadcasting System and 
Entravision Communications to launch new stations in order to “exploit the raggaeton phenomenon”. 
Since then, many of the stations in Spanish-speaking areas have incorporated reggaeton into their 
programming. Univision’s KFZO station in Dallas plays 60 percent reggaeton and 40 percent Spanish pop 
music. In Miami, stations follow a similar format mixing reggaeton with other genres like English hip-hop 
and free-style.  
 
REGGAE ROOTS  
 
Jamaicans in Panama, descended from immigrants who helped build the Panama Canal, developed 
Spanish-language reggae in the 1970s. Later, Puerto Rican rapper Vico C (Luis Armando Lozado Cruz), 
born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, used the material and produced the first Spanish hip-hop record 
in 1985. The mixed sounds began to thrive in Puerto Rico, where the Latin influences of salsa and 
meringue were added. Soon it was heard in underground clubs and block parties, and became especially 
popular with urban youth. In the 1990s, reggaeton became widespread in Puerto Rico as the voice of 
those living in crime-ridden neighborhoods and enduring poverty on the streets.  
 
Not to be confused with Latin rap, reggaeton is very dance-oriented and encourages shaking of the hips. 
Critics often decry the sexual nature of some songs, but in fact the lyrics vary in their topics—from social 
inequality to cultural pride. 
 
REGGAETON STARS AND POPULARITY 
 
The Recording Industry Association of America reports that reggaeton was the driving force behind a 14 
percent increase in 2005 Latin music sales in the United States and Puerto Rico.  
 
Music artist Daddy Yankee (Ramon Ayala) and his addictive single “Gasolina” (gasoline in English) is one 
example. Released in 2004, it remained a mega-hit well into 2005.  This anthem for girls who love cruise 
in cars along their hometown streets soared on Billboard’s music charts and was listed as the number 
three Latin album as of August 15.    
 
Named one of Time magazine’s 100 Influential people of 2006 and dubbed “The King of Reggaeton” by 
The New York Times, Yankee has been credited with bringing the genre into places unknown to the 
masses. His album Barrio Fino and the live-version Barrio Fino En Directo have sold more than 1.6 million 
copies combined in the United States, and his other single, Rompe, has done well, debuting on 
Billboard’s Hot 100 as number 24. The singer has a slew of endorsements with major companies like 
shoe company Reebok, Ford Motor Company, and cell phone company Cingular, and recently it launched 
his own clothing line “DY.” Yankee will be touring the United States this fall. 
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“When you see kids dressing like us and rhyming like us, you can see that it’s not a fad, it’s a subculture,” 
stated Daddy Yankee in press reports. He estimates that close to half of his U.S. sales are from people 
“who just think the music sounds good” not from any one ethnic group.  “Reggaeton artists are the voice 
of the people, the new generation,” he said.  
 
Don Omar (William Omar Landron Rivera), another acclaimed reggaeton giant, featured American rapper 
Fabulous in his album, Da Hitman Presents Reggaeton Latino. The album brought him notoriety with fans 
in the United States. His latest disc, King of Kings, is the highest-ranked reggaeton offering in the top 10 
U.S. charts, debuting at number seven on the Billboard music charts.  
 
Major record artists are joining the bandwagon. Acts like the Black-eyed Peas, Usher, R. Kelly and 50 
Cent have been collaborating with reggaeton artists and continue to do so for future projects. A film 
entitled Reggaeton, funded by Latina music artist Jennifer Lopez’s company, Nuyorican Productions, is 
currently in production and due for release in 2007. 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) 
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